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challenges, and we need real solutions.
If critics of the law spent as much en-
ergy on developing legitimate solu-
tions as they do on perpetuating false-
hoods about the ACA, we might make
some progress. Let’s stop the fear-
mongering, come together and have a
real conversation about improving our
health care system.
——

END HUNGER IN AMERICA NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, here
we are, 10 days into the Republican
government shutdown and just a few
days away from hitting the debt ceil-
ing, and the Republican leadership con-
tinues to spin its wheels. The American
people are rightly blaming congres-
sional Republicans for this shutdown,
and they will blame Republicans for a
default too.

Every day seems to bring a new Re-
publican strategy: repeal ObamaCare,
defund ObamaCare, delay ObamaCare,
stage a non-filibuster filibuster, ask for
the entire Romney economic platform
in order to raise the debt ceiling, yell
at park rangers, fund this part of the
government, fund that part of the gov-
ernment, pay furloughed employees,
pay essential employees, hold a con-
ference meeting, hold a press con-
ference.

Meanwhile, as the Republican Con-
ference tries to get its act together,
Americans across this country are feel-
ing the impact of the shutdown, and
that impact grows every day. Last
month USDA released the annual fig-
ures on food security in America.
These are the statistics of the number
of people who don’t know where their
next meal will come from, essentially
the number of hungry people in this
country; and once again we see the ef-
fects of the Great Recession showing
up in these food security numbers.

According to USDA, over 49 million
people are food insecure. That means
they are hungry. Seventeen million are
children. These figures are virtually
unchanged from previous years. It
means hunger is not getting better in
America. It is not getting worse, but
that is no consolation.

While these figures are bad enough,
House Republicans apparently thought
they should be worse and decided to
pass legislation cutting $39 billion from
SNAP, our Nation’s best, most efficient
and effective anti-hunger program.
Those cuts would cause hunger to get
worse; 170,000 unemployed veterans
would lose access to SNAP. Two mil-
lion kids would be kicked off the free
school meal program. Overall, around 4
million people would lose access to
SNAP because of these terrible cuts.

Now, that is pretty bad, especially
considering that hunger is still a prob-
lem in America; but it is still not bad
enough for the Republicans, so they
shut the government down. Now, I
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know this shutdown isn’t about hun-
ger; it is about irrational demands by a
few Republicans. But like the bill cut-
ting SNAP by $39 billion, the impact of
the shutdown is beginning to make
hunger worst in America.

Look at Nevada, where 362,000 food
stamp recipients will see their benefits
halt on November 1—not reduced, halt-
ed; 425,000 women, infants, and children
would see their food benefits provided
under WIC halted as well. That is right,
nearly 800,000 hungry low-income Ne-
vadans would lose access to food be-
cause of this Republican shutdown.

But it is not just Nevada. North
Carolina announced on Tuesday that it
had discontinued issuing food and nu-
trition benefits through WIC to women,
infants, and children specifically be-
cause Federal funding for the program
has dried up. Eighty percent of those
Carolinians eligible have already re-
ceived their October benefits, but that
means 20 percent of the 264,000 enrolled
low-income women, infants, and chil-
dren will not get the help they qualify
for to buy the food they need including
formula, fruits, and vegetables.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are going to
continue hearing stories like this as
the Republican shutdown continues.
More and more low-income families
will see the food they rely on taken
away from them simply because Repub-
licans in Washington will not open the
government.

This is not the way to end hunger
now, Mr. Speaker. We will only end
hunger now if we finally come together
and decide that ending hunger is a pri-
ority, that it is something we believe
we can do, and that we commit our-
selves to accomplishing it.

Mr. Speaker, we can stop hunger
from getting worse by reopening the
government. We can stop hunger from
getting worse by preventing $39 billion
in SNAP cuts from being enacted. We
can stop hunger from getting worse by
preventing the automatic cut to SNAP
already scheduled to take effect on No-
vember 1 from taking place.

We need to end this Republican shut-
down today. Republicans should not let
poor Americans go hungry simply be-
cause they can’t agree on a political
strategy in Washington. That is not
right. That is not how we should treat
our fellow Americans. It is wrong, and
they know it. We should be working to
end hunger now, not to make hunger
worse. We can eliminate it. This is a
fight we can win if we just find the po-
litical will and courage to do so.

Mr. Speaker, I will conclude by say-
ing once again to my Republican col-
leagues, bring a clean continuing reso-
lution to this House floor so we can
have an up-or-down vote so that we can
reopen this government and so we can
prevent hunger from getting worse in
this country.

October 10, 2013

HUMAN CONSEQUENCES OF IRRE-
SPONSIBLE AND IRRATIONAL
SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. BUsTOS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to continue speaking out about
the human consequences of this irre-
sponsible and irrational government
shutdown. We are now 10 days into this
ridiculousness, and what I have been
doing is spending time on the phone
each day with the people from my re-
gion who tell me their stories about
suffering due to the needless and in-
creasingly maddening shutdown.

I recently spoke with the family of
Jeremiah Johnson. They are from a
town called Prophetstown, Illinois. It
is a small town of about 2,000 people in
Whiteside County, right in the heart of
my congressional district.

Jeremiah is a disabled combat vet-
eran who served his country bravely in
Iraq. He now is also a Federal law en-
forcement employee who happens to be
working without any pay; and while he
is receiving no paycheck, he is also
worried about the disability benefits
being delayed because of the shutdown.
So absolutely a double whammy for
this father and husband.

In fact, he and his wife, Pam, just
celebrated their 18th wedding anniver-
sary on Monday; and rather than go
out and celebrate like many couples do
to mark their joyous occasion, they ate
at home because they don’t know when
to expect their next paycheck. So Pam
made a pie for her husband and Jere-
miah gave his wife an anniversary
card, very simple and very sweet. On
top of that, their 12-year-old daughter,
Carissa, actually offered her parents
her entire savings in case they need it.
When Pam told me this story, she got
a little emotional about it and spoke
over and over about just what a good
daughter they have.

So in spite of their seventh grader’s
loving offer and Pam and Jeremiah re-
moving any extravagance from their
wedding anniversary plans, of course
they remain worried about the lack of
a paycheck and really their own ability
to be able to pay their car payment and
their house payment. This is abso-
lutely an unacceptable way that we
would ever as a Nation treat our dis-
abled veterans like Jeremiah.

We have the votes right now to open
up our government and put Jeremiah
and his family at ease; but there is one
way to do this, and it is only if Demo-
crats and Republicans come together.
That is our path. It is that simple. It is
commonsense, it is reasonable, and it
is absolutely the right thing to do.

——————

TRIBUTE IN CELEBRATION OF THE
LIFE OF MARVIN DANIEL PRICE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 minutes.
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.

Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Mr.
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